
READING HABITS 
         BOOKMARK  
           Before Reading I  . . . 

o Know the purpose of reading 
o Use any pre reading techniques 

that I know, (THIEVES, see over 
the page) 

o Think about what I already know 
about this topic 

o Make predictions about what I 
think the text will tell me 

 

          While Reading, I . . . 
o Try to figure out The Main Idea 

and author’s purpose (this may 
evolve) 

o Stop to visualise, summarise 
parts, ask questions, and organise 
thoughts 

o Figure out unknown words by 
using the words around them and 
word parts 

o Infer.  Based on this part, I 
assume that . . . Given these 
details or facts it can be deduced  
that 

o Organise information with notes 
or drawing symbols or images in 

colours to help illustrate ideas. 
 

           After Reading, I . . . 
o Write a quick summary of the 

reading in my notebook to 
remember it 

o Go back and look at the notes I 
made to organise them 

o Think about how the reading 
relates to classroom learning and 
life 

o Reflect on how well I read 
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THIEVES THIEVES 

Title What does the title tell us?  Think about 

the possibilities. 
Headings   What do the headings tell us? 

They are the mini subtitles of each section. 
What questions can we ask of them that the 
section will answer?  Look at the table of 
contents, ask questions and make predictions. 
Introduction   Read the chapter, 

introduction, if there is one, and think about it. 
Read the first paragraph of the normal chapter 
as well. Why do you think the author wrote the 
text? 
Everything I know   Jot down all 

the facts and ideas about the topic that is 
helpful for understanding. Create some 
questions about your own knowledge that you 
think the text will answer.  

Visuals   Let’s look at all the diagrams, 

maps and pictures. Let’s read the captions. Why 
did the author include them? Can you think of 
any questions about them? 
 
End of Chapter Material Look at 

the end of the chapter to read any summaries. 
(Don’t ever forget to read the summary! It 
saves time) and to see which questions the 
author thought were important. This can help 
us figure out the author’s purpose. Try to guess 
the answers to a few questions using the 
information gathered so far. Write down a 
couple that are important. Are there bold faced 
or italicised words which seem important, 
especially if it is a new word or has a new 
meaning in this subject area? Look at any other 
text clue that might strengthen your initial idea. 
 
So what?   Why are we reading this text? 

Why might I be interested in it? How might it 
connect to my life? Why does the teacher or 
exam board want me to know this?  Why did 
the author take the time to write this? To teach 
us about the topic? For artistic expression? To 
improve my life somehow? For future classes? 
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